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Chair McCollum and Ranking Member Joyce,
I am a private citizen and an electric grid security researcher whose work has been quoted in the
Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post and other security and electric industry trade
publications.1 I write today in support of the testimony of David Jonas Bardin before your
subcommittee on February 6, 20202 as well as the supplemental written testimony Mr. Bardin
provided on February 16, 2020.3 I fully endorse Mr. Bardin’s testimony in this matter.
In addition, I would like to point out that the information and data developed by the USGS
Geomagnetism Program is critical to the security of our critical infrastructures for another
reason: It is the most reliable and unbiased scientific data available. Unfortunately, there is
questionable and outright erroneous data being promulgated and advocated by the very industry
that financially benefits from underestimating electromagnetic pulse and geomagnetic
disturbance threats: The electric utility industry.
For example, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), which is funded by the electric utility
industry, published a report on April 29, 20194 which seriously underestimated the threat and
potential impact of an EMP on the electric grid. This EPRI report was specifically funded by the
electric utility industry.5
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EPRI’s “studies” of the EMP threat have been discredited by national experts such as the
Electromagnetic Defense Task Force (EDTF)6 and the Commission to Assess the Threat to the
United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack (“EMP Commission”).7
In fact, Dr. William Graham, Chairman of the EMP Commission noted:
“In 2016, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), which is funded by the electric
power industry, published an erroneous report that significantly underestimates the
nuclear E3 EMP threat to electric grids. EPRI and others have used the report to lobby
against Federal and State initiatives to protect the electric grid against nuclear EMP
attack.”8
Indeed, the electric industry and some government agencies appear poised to rely on the EPRI
report as the basis for national security decision making, completely disregarding other sources
which may better analyze the threats we face.
The United States needs the unbiased, scientific data from the USGS Geomagnetism Program to
help ensure that Congress, regulators and decision makers have reliable information to assess the
natural and man-made threats to the critical infrastructures. Information that comes from the very
industry that benefits financially by understating the threats cannot stand alone in our decision
making on matters of national security.
The USGS Geomagnetism Program provides this critical and reliable information. It is
imperative to our national security that Congress continue to provide ample support to the USGS
Geomagnetism Program to continue their important work.
I appreciate your subcommittee’s past attention to appropriating funds to this important program
as I believe it is critical to the national security of the United States.

Michael Mabee
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